JAMES A. KANE

Summary

Dr. Kane is a successful leader of organizations that operate in complex, technology-intensive business environments.  He has a unique understanding of business, technology and government domains, and the ability to strategically integrate these domains to achieve organizational objectives.   His success reflects a keen intellect, effective leadership, and exceptional communications skills.   He is a recognized thought leader as evidenced by numerous articles, conference presentations and Congressional testimony. 

Relevant Experience

Dr. Kane joins Suss Consulting after having spent the past ten years as CEO and President of two of the leading organizations serving companies in the federal IT market.  As CEO of the Systems and Software Consortium Inc.  (SSCI) from 2004 to 2010, Dr. Kane led the transformation of SSCI to a more contemporary mission better aligned to the business challenges facing the member companies of the Consortium, which included ten of the top twenty federal contractors as reported by Washington Technology.  Working closely with member company representatives on the Consortium’s Strategy Committee, he broadened the SSCI’s traditional focus beyond software development to address the changing nature of the members’ business, including the systems engineering challenges of large, complex programs, and best practices for service management over programs’ life cycle.  Dr. Kane continues to serve on SSCI’s Board of Directors and chairs the Executive Committee.

As CEO of Federal Sources Inc. (FedSources) from 2000 through 2003, Dr. Kane re-established FedSources as the premier firm for federal IT market intelligence through his active role in the firm’s consulting projects and events.  He provided guidance and insight to major defense contractors as they expanded from defense into the federal civilian IT market.  He worked closely with financial organizations to provide critical analyses of M&A transactions and was a frequent speaker at their industry forums.  His market analyses at FedSources outlook conferences anticipated key changes in the federal IT market and frequently became the basis for subsequent consulting engagements at the highest levels of top 20 federal integrators. 

Dr. Kane brings to Suss Consulting his front-line experience at leading information technology and telecommunications companies.  Dr. Kane held a series of increasingly responsible management positions at GTE during the 1990s.  He served as Director of Government Marketing for GTE Spacenet, and Director of Business Strategy and Vice President–Business Solutions for GTE Information Systems.  He oversaw Spacenet’s initiatives to expand the use of commercial satellites within the intelligence community and by DoD.  He led GTE’s successful corporate-wide effort to implement a hand-held wireless data system at the New York Stock Exchange that continues to support NYSE floor traders.  He developed the strategy for GTE to expand into the federal civilian IT market and within four years changed the business portfolio from 86% Defense – 14% Federal Civilian to 45% Defense - 45% Federal Civilian – 10% commercial.  

Dr. Kane started his business career at the Internet pioneer Bolt Beranek and Newman Inc. (BBN).  While at BBN he developed the first usage-based, distance-independent pricing model to fund then DCA’s operations of the Defense Data Network.  He directed business development for the DARPA-funded SIMNET program that has evolved into today’s programs for Distributed Interactive Simulation (DIS).  As a BBN consultant he directed numerous analyses and reports on diverse technology projects for government and commercial clients.   

In addition to his business career, Dr. Kane has served as Assistant Secretary of Economic Affairs for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and as an Assistant Professor of Economics at the University of Massachusetts/Amherst

Education and Certifications

Ph.D.  University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA.

B.S. LeMoyne College, Syracuse, NY.
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